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Picquart, in fact, suspected that Esterhazy was a Prussian
spy and that he forged the bordereau which convinced the
Court Martial of Dreyfus's guilt. But before this, in 1894,
when the story leaked out that an officer having relations
with the General Staff was suspected of treachery, it was not
Dreyfus whose name was first mentioned. His old comrades
said with one Accord, " It must be Esterhazy : we thought so."
Esterhazy, however, soon made himself necessary to thB
army chiefs and their Catholics. If his character was blasted
publicly, down these gentry would come, and with them the
whole of the proceedings against Dreyfus. They therefore
suggested to Picquart that he should simply hold his tongue.
" You are not at Tile du Diable," they said. But Picquart
would persist, so they sent him off to Tunis. However, thanks
to Scheurer-Kestner and others, the truth began to come out,
and Picquart still refused to be silenced. So instead of dealing
with Esterhazy, they arrested his accuser and gave the Major
a certificate of the very highest character.

As it began, so it went on. Clemenceau's daily articles
and attacks drove the militarists, the Catholics, the anti-
Semites, and the reactionaries generally, into a fury. Colonel
Henry, Colonel Paty du Clam, the Jesuit Father du Lac, the
editors and contributors of the Figaro, the Echo de Paris (the
special organ of the Staff), the Gaulois were in a permanent
conspiracy with the generals named above, and the General
Staff itself, to prevent the truth from being known. It was
all of no use. Picquart under lock and key was more effective
than Picquart at large. Slowly but surely men of open mind
became convinced that, little as they wished to believe it,
something was wrong. But these were always the minority.
Pew could grasp the fact that an innocent man was being
put in chains on the He du Diable, virtually because there was
an agitation in favour of his re-trial in Paris.

Then came Zola's terrible letter in the Aurore, which Clemen-'
ceau had suggested, and gave up his daily article in order to
give place to.   He also supplied the title " J'Accuse"   Zola
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